--------------------- In which Combined T T ——
: Issue Dave Van Arnam
APPROXIMATE DRAFT #70 or so moans and groans maLAise #38
a while about how beat
Vol. 12, No. 4 up and tired and all he Vol. 7, No, 2
12 Jul 65 is from the Great Trek, 12 Jul 65
and tries to get to the
--------------------- bottom of the page real ——ewcccccccccmcccccena-
fast so he can turn the
rest of the Combined
Issue over to *Ted White=x
and his Electric Trip Report, [][] I'm sure there will be some duplica-
tion between my stuff and Ted's, but I'm also sure that I don't really
care that muchjafter all the effort expended on going on the trip, a
little extra dupllcation of effort hardly makes that much difference...

The trip ended last night at about 10:10, for me, when, after some
scrabbling about in the back of the Greenbriar, my cartons of old fanzines
were gathered together and carted up to my apartment -~ where 1 was
pleased to see that the electricity was still on, as 1'd only paid the
bill the day before I left, and that was for something over six months'
accumulated service.

I sat there for a while and stared at the old cultzines I'd bought from
rich brown, the FAPA/111 mlg Jack Harmess had sold me, the various bits
of fannish fragments, yawned, and went to bed,,,

I see by the 38th Apa L mlg that was awaiting me in the post office this
morning that Andy Porter has already covered some of the opening aspects
of the trip, including the Time we almost Got Xilled on the Penmnsy Turn-
pike. It was probably for the best that Ted was driving, because I am
fairly certain that there aren't many drivers who could have gotten out
of the situation safely, I couldn't have, if for no other reason than
that it wasn't until the trip back that I had driven Ted's car enough to
feel that I could handle it at all well in a really tight situation such
as that one, There's a lot of dead weight in a Greenbriar loaded down
with Fanoclasts,,..

It was a good Vestercon for me, even if I didn't see any of the program
until the last day., It was especially pleasant to have the recurring
experience of seeing a strange face, being introduced or introducing my-
self, and finding no difficulty in conversing because the unfamiliar face
almost always belonged to a familiar Eller, This was quite unlike the
Midwescon, where those few that recognized my name knew it from having
received a copy of JARGON #1 almost two years ago,.. There is a sense
in which fans (most of them) are almost automatically friends, of course,
and so conversing did not really present an obstacle at Cincinnati; but

I did not feel easy in conversation there, unlike L.A, Perhaps I shd
clarify the importance of this to me by mentioning that I am usually
quite reticent in talking to people whom I do not know and/or who do not
know me, Thus 1 enjoyed myself much more at the Westercon, amid the
unfamiliar faces and the familiar names,

I'm chock full of all sorts of things to say about the trip and the Mid-
wescon and the Vestercon, tho right at the moment I feel too fatigued and
Used Up to commence a formal report right now, But I am fairly certain
that if you will simply turn the page, you will find three pages by Ted
White, which may well contain items of interest for all of you along those
lines, Next week, I get back in gear, TRICON IN '66, NEV YORK IN '67,

and LOS ANGELES IN '6812! Not to mention that I am hoping you are the'
——————————————————————— sane,..
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nY Ted White

—

Wowee, cenzl It's the New Look MAE&ISIAN FLU!
Belfore retting into the meat of this 1SSUC «—= 7OUD CEOLOO wwm I nust

introduce my new typer ==~ or let it iatroduce itsell, at any rate, I

fear that thig imtrocduction will not he an augspilicloud one, however; the-
combination ol ghaded face and $l,ll=a=guirc=chezp ctencils does not ziow
vesr to Be an sltogether hapny ons., llext atencil I'11 try a nore expneine
give rendé 2oud gee if it improves thiacse If neither gseem adequate Ior
e

< -
the job, I guppose I'11 zo baclk to ay old Underwood for gtencils and APL
L.

Pah
—

The Lumble Uaderwood gtancard with itc anonymous pica Zace has been
ny Zavoriie tyzer for Wears; ever gince I bouzht it in 1988 or 50 iIrom
ny bogs in'the statlonery store where I worhked, In Jact, It was 2 uged
nodel then, znd it's been mucheused gince, I've turaed out countless
scores of Tanmines on it (alternating occasionally with the LRemiagton
"deputy seril" typer I uged on JSTELLAR; I had geveral with that Zace, and
g0id thenm 0If zg hard tines pressecd, The last one was siolen Irom Fete
Grahants apartnent, along with hig hifl equipnent,’in 1235, I also made
occasional use oI an LCOnith elite for a few VOIDg, aad much use of my
widémcarrisze LCS mlcroelite in VOID, NINNLC, and various other zines,),
and, if I can get baclk to the heginming of this gentence, I've zrowm
very Zond ol ny Jnderwood, ¢

Lg I've sald before, I'm a one-Ilinger typict, but I'a fast, On a -
nanual typer, when composing as I write, if the writing is flowinz eage
ily I will average 40 to S0 wpm, On an electric, I can get up to &Cwpn
for short creative bursisc, i —

I "learnecd" to type on my motherts old (1914) LCCmith, an elite tyoe
er which turned ouy 21l ny first year or two of fansc, I replaced it
with a 2ever clite, but onec I het @y hands-~on the Underwood pica, that-
was it, ol only ig pica an easler Zace to read, and somehov nmore’ !'Lanwe
nish! to me (and uwaiversally preferred in the publiching industry), but
the Undervood had a ghoriter gtrole and an easier touch for me, 1 loved
it, ,

but when I started writing professionally, I Zound several hours
pounding away at the ol! typer cuite tiringz, and I recalled with foadaesn
ny happy ronth of typinz on an IDIl while gainfully employed by Scott
lleredith, g

Thus the purchage of this typer, a receatenodel IZII with what Dave
Van Arnsz agsurces ne is the fagstesgt action of any tyner he's laid fince
ers to == and Dave's an old pro who uses an identical model a2t work cvery
daye I cidn't vant this face ~» I wanted a standard vica =- but the
price was a Darzain, and I couldn't turn it dowm,

-0 here it is, and I've killed most of a pazge talling about it aad
avoiding important topics, just in cage this comes out too poorly to
waste eyetraciis on, Lut, inevitably, we must cet on with our StOrVeee

TIIZ GREAT TREK

The car crested the hill on the Pengsy Turnpile at sonethinz over G5,
end there below us, impossiltly close, were’ three cars spinaing out of
control, spashing into each other, rocking, and throwing up clouds of
gnoike fron skziddingzs tireco,

Immediately I began punping ny brales, There was no tine £ron CcoOne
gciouc evaluation; I relied upon wihat iactincts I'd developed in eleven
years ac a driver never conironted with such a scene as this,

1 was aware that there were cars not too far away on ny richt; I was
in the lelt lane, I did not try for the right sloulder, I was carrying
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gix pasceagera in the coar, including nyscli, and in addition to their
lusgage sinz cartons ol boolic vhich beloased tor Lvyan Dovidoon, The car
was heavily loaded, and ag I wozlied the bralkes, I lacw it would not stop
in tiace,

By then the thice cars were blocking all the road and the rizght
shoulder ag well., DBut on the 1lcit there was 2 narrov syace between the
car that was aancled broadside across the road and the center guardrail,
Sti1l1l ot something over L0 uph, I siid throush, [

line =iles loter, I stopned ot the ocrvace Lien, aad reported the
accident., 1o other cars had Zollowed ue throush, 2o did any for at
lcast tweaty niautes,

Thus besan the first day of our twoevucel trip to the HMidwucstcon anéd
Tegtercon, and Points iInbetwveen, Later, on the trin back, I began hove
inz frightcains dreans of the car spinning wildly out of control, ille
inz ug 2ll; I was irrationally ceriain that wve would anot male it back
cafcly to ilew Yorl:, These dreans were compounded by having only a weel
or two carlicr read John D, IlncDonaldls Cry Zlard, Cry Tast, 2 novel about
o highvay disaster, and having lisicned %EXPEII_ﬁiﬁﬁiEEEB?%be how he
wrccked hic VW 1last year, spinning out at 35, and sliding wildly on the
car's cide for an impossibly lonz time, Phil brolic an arnm, and was lucky
to come oway so lizhtly; hic VW was totalled,

In onc drean I was foo sone ridiculous reason perched on the front
bunper o oy Greenbrier (I supposc a symbolic reZcrence to the way onc
cits co close to the actual Zront of the car) os we were crossing a noin-
drag vhen o tractoretrailer combo pulled out in front of us, and I woiche
¢d us pile dircctly into itw@ side, ay body pinned for onc bricl sccoad
before I awolze, I had at least onc other, cqually scaxey dream of the
car gSpinniaz out of control ot o high speed. OJignificantly, I dreancd
theoe dreorxs vhile sleceping in the back to the high-pitched dronc of the
Greenbrier's steady 70 to 20 mph aloag the westera highways, and in ny —
nightmaxres I wag never aysell drilviag, but ginply the horrxificed gpoctat-
or. Pl s

In any cace, I becanc o bit of o trial to ilike and Davé, wvhen they
drove, with ny bacltscat cautioning notes irom tine to time, Dut the
proof, o5 they cay, is in the »uddiag? we nade it boe safely and sounde
ly, *vhowu®

The Hidwestcon was creat - it's the fdrst tine Itve geoen Granddad
Tucker gince 1920 (or was 1t 01?7 The last ilidwestcon I attondod, any=
vay) to tzlz to hin for more than o fow nonents. -¢ has o Ford .iconom
linc now, =nc we commarcd the melcntive neritsc of our dificrent buscs,
cach Zindinz Zcaturces in the other?!s car that we coveied, Thc llidwveste
con vas algo notablce Zor the opportunity to tall shop with Loger welozny,
Ired <Cakerhnosen ond Alex Panchia, Loger showed e the firct droift of the
Lirgt 15,000 words of hig noit aovel, and I wos astoniched to diccover
that larce ports of it were haaduwlitten, It scongc thot vhen he hitc 2
diZZicult scection, he takes the pace from his tymer aand writes in longs
hond until thot wassace ic past. Then, bacl: it soes, Into the typer.

k=

Dozer also Jinds o gixpaek or thrcc of beer helpful to hisc nuca, ané !
geveral of uy Zavoritc scetions of "ind Call lle Coarad" £F&IT, COet.-llov,,
1935) were written vhen "I was really juilced," "Courad" is uzo~quality
Jtuii, and roe you 233} to watch for it,

-

u'(

gt

Ve left the lidwesteon late Suanday nischt, cand drove nonsitop to Oklo~
hona Cliy, londay might, There we found Iil:e?s suitcasce had been 1lelt
behind, and fLndy Porter's Tinc land was detectod ian the machinationg,
althouzh Ililzc and Dich gsepned to think Bruce Polz, 0f all people, was
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the puilty norty. In any eoge, our headlong rush Jor the wosticoast,
brokea only by a brief gojurs in Lag Vezas vwhere ilzc ciad Dove won, [ohe
ie, Dich and I lost, resulted ia our crrival in Log lageles Thursday
morningz, i nleaty of tine Zor the LASES neeting that aisht,

Firsct weo Zound Calvin Deommon's nlace in LEhanbre, cad diccovered he
wag not hone, Thcre was o larzse red VALRITINIG = 20IC0U GLD ews= TULIGLATION
sizn on his door, thoush (with "Ceritilfied True" rulbemctanpoed on it),
go we kpew we hod the rizht place, indeed, the Zunlcation notice had g
ancry notc IZroir hig landlady tuchked in it which started out "This is not
o jolce..” 1 added "oce over 1 you value your liZe," and on the othor
gide infommicd hinm that our presease was not o jolze cither. I also leli
notes in his ncilbox cnd tucliod into the handlebars ol his cycle, Te
dropped Dich off at hid parcnts' house in acarby (hal) Pasadean, ond
drove nadly thirough LA's carcenias IZrecways (vhere they drive bunper o
buoper ot &, the idiotst) for Vestwood and Greeniield Lvenue, Thoere
we net our Iirgt fano: Charlie & illarsho Drown,

The LLOTC nmeeting was fun, but did not turn ne on oo much ags I'd cie
pected it to. I'd Zorpotten hovw dreary dues, commitice reports, and the
lile can be, and they scened o e the only gubstance o the neeting. It
coconlt ceoenr to ne that this iz caoush to oZfcr ncw or »rospective nche
bers «- or, indced, older monberg, Lowever, I on an ignorant Foreigner
and will say no wore, .

Calvin cazlled ne during the neeting, ond wo arranged Zron Dave and
ne to stay ot his place. When we pulled in thewxe, in the wee snnll hours

£ the norniaz, Miclcome Fanoclasts" was scrowvled oa the dusty boack of
hia digohlecd Jord, . ;
It woo great to see Calvin agoin, oand o neet Tilna, his beauntiful
cirliriend, I Zound nysel:i gsonding nuch of ny time with Calvin, the
Jains, and the Zenlords, duriag the Tegtercon itseli, and the only woy I
can cxplein this boorichness on 1y port towards the others I chould pore
hzaps have been gsceing nore of 1o that thege pceozle ore old fricnds, ond
their prosconse tranccends Zandon and Zannichness, oCuch pcople are tac
rcal reason I doubt I'11 cver leave fandong Ifondon is for ne nov o 5o
of interlocliiagz’ fricndshipgs, a i

Honetheless, I very nuch enjoyed sceing, tallinc to, and holdiaz on
ny iap various of the others at the Tectercon, =t was o relicel to Zind
nysetsi on spealzdng terng with thoge I'd Zelt it nocegsary to ovoid o year
cariicr, and in 211 I Zound nyscli digging coveryone nad cverything, It
gort of reafliync ny f£2ith in Pcople, (I'n zoing to onit ilaning Nancs,
becauce the 1list of thosce I enjoyiwi cceins and telling with ic o huce
once, and I'd be cmbbrrragsed if I ledt anyone out inadvertantly —= as Itc
be gurc to do,) ~pecial thaniks ot zo to 5ill Dlncikbeard, thouch, Jor
piresenting ne with SUOPENDE #33, the only llarvel conic I was laclhing IZron
ny collection, Thonlig, Dill wme $ha ;

(2

T

2

B2

wvag indced thousniy.

Yo Lell behind our cchedule, and spent only cn covenins in the Doy
irea, S0 vwe g less than hall The ncople we intended to gee, Ve cid
gpend geveral slecsant hours with Phil Dick (who, To ny vast surprise,
ached ne 12 1'd 1lilze to Zinish o ool he was doing Zor Doubleday; and
to whon I showed the tolhing cuitcase in Ladroid Lvenceor vhich I'd Stol-
cn Ivon Palucr Zldritch), 2 shorter time (Coadly) vienr wvae ‘nights, and
thea witd L¥2ell Davidoon, whosc hools and nanuscrints I'd brought west
=ron Eilloxd,

Ve drove nonstop to Chicarzo, accompliching it in rouczhly f£ifty houvs,
and found werd ndgsed Larry lielombat! crrival by one doy. Lut Lays Phoonw
iz and Cynocsincty were hoopliihle and the day we gneont in Chicogo was
in scveral ceasces o prolitable one, Y

(ITezzt weelit I coteh uwp on nailing cormeats) == Ted White



